
Virginia Indian Advisory Board Meeting- 10/27/2021 Meeting Minutes

● Meeting began at 4:35pm by Brandon Custalow, Chair
● Present for In-Person Meeting

o Kelly Thomasson
o Courtney Wynn
o Abbey Phillips
o Brandon Custalow
o Julie Langan
o Dr. Rosa Atkins
o Dr. Gregg Kimball
o Cami Adkins
o Young Brinson
o Additional Meeting Attendees

● 3 members of the public
● Adoption of Meeting Agenda for 10/27/2021

o Unanimous approval
● Adoption of Meeting Minutes from 10/07/2021

o Unanimous approval
o Dr. Kimball moved for approval, adopted via voice vote

● Public Comment Period
o Annette Price, citizen of the Commonwealth of Virginia

● Introduces Vice Chief Gary Price
● Discussing qualifications and concerns of individuals proposed for appointment

to the workgroup
▪ Concerns that those affiliated with Cherokee Nation of Oklahoma and

Eastern Band of Cherokee of North Carolina may have bias
▪ Concerned that those affiliated with other Native nations, particularly

those of Virginia, may have bias
● What is the turnaround time?

o Response to question from Chair of Board and Secretary of the Commonwealth
o Dr. Gregg Kimball- questions on how the list of recommended people was vetted,

particularly in response to Julie Reed
● Chair begins open discussion

o SOC notes that a genealogist, a historian, 2 anthropologists, and a member at large
o SOC notes that Buck Woodard is an interested anthropologist

● Julie Langan stands by that recommendation
o Chair discusses review process- review all now in order, and vote now?
o Julie Langan discusses need for strong cultural anthropologist over practicing

archaeologist
o Discuss Greg Smithers- interested
o Discuss Jean Kelley- Julie and Gregg both indicate that she's interested
o Greg Smithers said yes, so Abbey did not contact further historians
o Courtney Wynn raised comments about excluding people based on familiarity with

Cherokee



o Greg Smithers for historian
o Buck Woodard for anthropologist
o Jean Kelley for genealogist
o Circle back around to David Cornsilk's bio
o Discussion of Brad Hatch as another archaeologist member
o Citizen/At-Large member consideration

● Lynette Alston
● Pamela Ross- only one who submitted resume
● Victoria Ferguson
● Brad Hatch perhaps

o Julie Langan- citizen at large seat should be someone that has cultural affiliation with
a Virginia tribe

● SOC notes that board does not have to vote today
● Under FOIA, if you have 3 or more members and you talk public business, that's a public

meeting
● Add to agenda for next meeting: finalize the list of people that you want to serve on the

workgroup
● Talk to Pamela and Brad
● Board seems to be in agreement on Buck, Jean, and Greg Smithers
● Table citizen member seats
● It is important to have Cherokee connection
● Who else has scholarly experience?
● SOC- genealogist, scholars with familiarity with Virginia Indian tribes
● Abbey- Darcy had questions about what would be the expectations of the genealogist of the

workgroup
● Abbey- discussed Marvin Richardson's bio
● Abbey- Woodard- recommends Dr. Cornsilk.
● David Cornsilk- recommended by Dr. Kimball
● Julie notes workgroup won't be voting so they could participate virtually- the board votes
● Chair- David Cornsilk as an option/Marty Richardson as an option
● Chair- pencil in David Cornsilk- because he has background?
● Buck, Jean Kelley, Greg Smithers, David Cornsilk
● Pencil in- 4 spots- Buck Woodard, Jean Kelley, Greg Smithers, David Cornsilk
● Hold on citizen at large seat
● Reach out to Pamela and Brad Hatch
● Find a meeting that Pamela and Brad Hatch can attend as we are inviting them to the board

meeting
● Chair asks for closing remarks and announcements
● Abbey talks about travel reimbursements- parking reimbursements and travel

reimbursement meeting
o Mileage as well- noted by Secretary of the Commonwealth

● Chair asks for motion to adjourn at 5:37pm
o Dr. Kimball makes motion
o Young Brinson seconds motion




